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Whereas Rachel Carson continued her writ-

ing career with feature columns in the Balti-
more Sun on the marine life of the Chesa-
peake Bay until she was employed full-time 
in the Federal Government where she rose to 
become the editor-in-chief for all Fish and 
Wildlife Service publications; 

Whereas Rachel Carson’s first book, 
‘‘Under the Sea-Wind’’, published in 1941, 
gave readers across the country a chance to 
enjoy her poetic style and her careful use of 
scientific information for the first time; 

Whereas Rachel Carson’s second book, 
‘‘The Sea Around Us’’, earned the 1952 Na-
tional Book Award and allowed her to fully 
devote her time to her writing career; 

Whereas Rachel Carson’s guide to seashore 
life, ‘‘The Edge of the Sea’’, was published in 
1955 and became another best seller; 

Whereas in 1962, while a resident of Silver 
Spring, Maryland, Rachel Carson wrote ‘‘Si-
lent Spring’’, a book that detailed how syn-
thetic chemicals accumulate in water, soils, 
fish, and animals, including birds; 

Whereas President John F. Kennedy con-
vened an expert panel of scientists that con-
firmed Rachel Carson’s scientific findings, 
leading to the domestic ban on the sale of 
the chemical 
dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane (commonly 
known as ‘‘DDT’’) in 1972, an action that 
many individuals credit with saving the bald 
eagle from extinction; 

Whereas in 2015, there are more bald eagles 
in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed than there 
were in the entire lower 48 States in 1972; and 

Whereas Rachel Carson passed away on 
April 14, 1964, at her home in Silver Spring, 
Maryland, leaving behind a history of tire-
less advocacy on behalf of the natural world, 
a legacy of scientific rigor coupled with po-
etic sensibility, and a book that helped 
launch the modern environmental move-
ment: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate honors the life of 
Rachel Carson, a scientist, writer, and pio-
neer of the environmental movement. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 143—SUP-
PORTING EFFORTS TO ENSURE 
THAT STUDENTS HAVE ACCESS 
TO DEBT-FREE HIGHER EDU-
CATION 
Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr. SCHU-

MER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. REED of Rhode 
Island, Mr. BOOKER, and Mr. MURPHY) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions: 

S. RES. 143 

Whereas the economic competitiveness of 
the United States in the global economy re-
quires a well-educated workforce; 

Whereas current and future young people 
in the United States should have the same 
opportunity offered to those who went to 
college in previous generations, including 
the ability to attend State colleges and uni-
versities without taking on burdensome 
debt; 

Whereas, in 2015, higher education is more 
important than ever because it is an essen-
tial step to entering and remaining in the 
middle class; 

Whereas, because of the importance of 
higher education, the United States should 
expand the opportunity to pursue and attain 
higher education to more people than had 
that opportunity in the past; 

Whereas public investment in higher edu-
cation pays off, as evidenced by the fact that 
workers with college degrees earn more 
money, pay more taxes, and rely less on gov-
ernment services; and 

Whereas student loan debt saddles the very 
students who most depend on a college de-
gree to level the economic playing field with 
a burden that— 

(1) constrains the career choices and hurts 
the credit rating of the students; 

(2) prevents people from fully participating 
in the economy by purchasing goods and 
services; and 

(3) threatens essential milestones of the 
American dream, including the purchase of a 
home or car, starting a family, and saving 
for retirement: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate supports ef-
forts— 

(1) to ensure that, through a combination 
of efforts, all students have access to debt- 
free higher education, defined to mean hav-
ing no debt upon graduation from all public 
institutions of higher education; 

(2) to provide support to States so States 
can make increased investments in higher 
education that will result in lower tuition 
and costs for students; 

(3) to increase financial aid to students to 
help them afford the total cost of college at-
tendance without taking on debt; 

(4) to encourage innovation by States and 
institutions of higher education to cut costs 
for students and make college more afford-
able by increasing efficiency and enabling 
speedy and less-costly degree completion; 
and 

(5) to reduce the burden of existing student 
loan debt. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1123. Mr. KIRK submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 178, to provide justice for the victims 
of trafficking; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1124. Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mrs. 
MURRAY, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 178, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1125. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 178, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1126. Mr. WICKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 178, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1127. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 178, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 1128. Mr. PORTMAN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 178, supra; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 1123. Mr. KIRK submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 178, to provide justice 
for the victims of trafficking; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. SUSPENSION AND REMOVAL FOR 

MAJOR MALFEASANCE, CRIMINAL 
CONDUCT, AND OTHER MISCONDUCT 
AT ODDS WITH THE MISSION OF AN 
AGENCY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 75 of title 5, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘Subchapter VI—Major Malfeasance, Crimi-
nal Conduct, and Other Misconduct at 
Odds With the Mission of an Agency 

‘‘§ 7551. Definitions 
‘‘In this subchapter— 
‘‘(1) the term ‘agency’ has the meaning 

given that term in section 551; 
‘‘(2) the term ‘employee’ means an indi-

vidual employed by an agency; and 
‘‘(3) the term ‘suspension’ means the plac-

ing of an employee, for disciplinary reasons, 
in a temporary status without duties and 
pay. 
‘‘§ 7552. Suspension and removal 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this chapter, or any other 
provision of law, the head of an agency may 
suspend without pay an employee of the 
agency if the head of the agency deter-
mines— 

‘‘(1) the employee has engaged in major 
malfeasance, criminal conduct, or other mis-
conduct at odds with the mission of the 
agency; or 

‘‘(2) the employee failed to report major 
malfeasance, criminal conduct, or other mis-
conduct at odds with the mission of the 
agency the employee knows was engaged in 
by an employee of the agency who is super-
vised by the employee. 

‘‘(b) NOTICE AND OPPORTUNITY TO BE 
HEARD.—For an employee suspended under 
subsection (a)— 

‘‘(1) the head of an agency shall notify the 
employee of the reasons for the suspension; 
and 

‘‘(2) not later than 30 days after the date of 
the notification, the employee is entitled to 
submit to the officer designated by the head 
of the agency statements or affidavits to 
show why the employee should be restored to 
duty. 

‘‘(c) REMOVAL.—Subject to subsection (d), 
the head of an agency may remove an em-
ployee suspended under subsection (a) if, 
after such investigation and review as the 
head of the agency considers necessary, the 
head of the agency determines that removal 
is necessary or advisable, in light of the 
major malfeasance, criminal conduct, or 
other misconduct at issue. The determina-
tion of the head of the agency under this 
subsection is final. 

‘‘(d) PROCESS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An employee described 

in paragraph (2) is entitled, after suspension 
and before removal, to— 

‘‘(A) not later than 30 days after the date 
of the notification of the suspension, a writ-
ten statement of the charges against the em-
ployee, which— 

‘‘(i) not later than 30 days after providing 
the written statement, may be amended; and 

‘‘(ii) shall be stated as specifically as pos-
sible; 

‘‘(B) not later than 30 days after the later 
of the date on which the written statement 
is provided or the date on which the written 
statement is amended, an opportunity to an-
swer the charges and submit affidavits; 

‘‘(C) a hearing, at the request of the em-
ployee, by an agency authority duly con-
stituted for this purpose; 

‘‘(D) a review of the matter by the head of 
the agency or a designee, before a decision 
adverse to the employee is made final; and 

‘‘(E) a written statement of the decision of 
the head of the agency. 

‘‘(2) EMPLOYEES COVERED.—An employee 
described in this paragraph is an employee 
who— 

‘‘(A) is suspended under subsection (a) of 
this section; 

‘‘(B) has a permanent or indefinite appoint-
ment; 

‘‘(C) has completed his probationary or 
trial period; and 
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‘‘(D) is a citizen of the United States.’’. 
(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-

MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 75 of 
title 5, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘SUBCHAPTER VI—MAJOR MALFEASANCE, CRIMI-
NAL CONDUCT, AND OTHER MISCONDUCT AT 
ODDS WITH THE MISSION OF AN AGENCY 

‘‘7551. Definitions. 
‘‘7552. Suspension and removal.’’. 

SA 1124. Mr. CORNYN (for himself, 
Mrs. MURRAY, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill S. 178, to 
provide justice for the victims of traf-
ficking; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

Strike section 101 and insert the following: 
SEC. 101. DOMESTIC TRAFFICKING VICTIMS’ 

FUND. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 201 of title 18, 

United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘§ 3014. Additional special assessment 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date of 

enactment of the Justice for Victims of Traf-
ficking Act of 2015 and ending on September 
30, 2019, in addition to the assessment im-
posed under section 3013, the court shall as-
sess an amount of $5,000 on any non-indigent 
person or entity convicted of an offense 
under— 

‘‘(1) chapter 77 (relating to peonage, slav-
ery, and trafficking in persons); 

‘‘(2) chapter 109A (relating to sexual 
abuse); 

‘‘(3) chapter 110 (relating to sexual exploi-
tation and other abuse of children); 

‘‘(4) chapter 117 (relating to transportation 
for illegal sexual activity and related 
crimes); or 

‘‘(5) section 274 of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1324) (relating to 
human smuggling), unless the person in-
duced, assisted, abetted, or aided only an in-
dividual who at the time of such action was 
the alien’s spouse, parent, son, or daughter 
(and no other individual) to enter the United 
States in violation of law. 

‘‘(b) SATISFACTION OF OTHER COURT-OR-
DERED OBLIGATIONS.—An assessment under 
subsection (a) shall not be payable until the 
person subject to the assessment has satis-
fied all outstanding court-ordered fines, or-
ders of restitution, and any other obligation 
related to victim-compensation arising from 
the criminal convictions on which the spe-
cial assessment is based. 

‘‘(c) ESTABLISHMENT OF DOMESTIC TRAF-
FICKING VICTIMS’ FUND.—There is established 
in the Treasury of the United States a fund, 
to be known as the ‘Domestic Trafficking 
Victims’ Fund’ (referred to in this section as 
the ‘Fund’), to be administered by the Attor-
ney General, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services. 

‘‘(d) TRANSFERS.—In a manner consistent 
with section 3302(b) of title 31, there shall be 
transferred to the Fund from the General 
Fund of the Treasury an amount equal to the 
amount of the assessments collected under 
this section, which shall remain available 
until expended. 

‘‘(e) USE OF FUNDS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—From amounts in the 

Fund, in addition to any other amounts 
available, and without further appropriation, 
the Attorney General, in coordination with 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall, for each of fiscal years 2016 through 
2019, use amounts available in the Fund to 
award grants or enhance victims’ program-
ming under— 

‘‘(A) section 204 of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Reauthorization Act of 2005 (42 
U.S.C. 14044c); 

‘‘(B) subsections (b)(2) and (f) of section 107 
of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 
2000 (22 U.S.C. 7105); and 

‘‘(C) section 214(b) of the Victims of Child 
Abuse Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 13002(b)). 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—Except as provided in 
subsection (h)(2), none of the amounts in the 
Fund may be used to provide health care or 
medical items or services. 

‘‘(f) COLLECTION METHOD.—The amount as-
sessed under subsection (a) shall, subject to 
subsection (b), be collected in the manner 
that fines are collected in criminal cases. 

‘‘(g) DURATION OF OBLIGATION.—Subject to 
section 3613(b), the obligation to pay an as-
sessment imposed on or after the date of en-
actment of the Justice for Victims of Traf-
ficking Act of 2015 shall not cease until the 
assessment is paid in full. 

‘‘(h) HEALTH OR MEDICAL SERVICES.— 
‘‘(1) TRANSFER OF FUNDS.—From amounts 

appropriated under section 10503(b)(1)(E) of 
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act (42 U.S.C. 254b–2(b)(1)(E)), as amended by 
section 221 of the Medicare Access and CHIP 
Reauthorization Act of 2015, there shall be 
transferred to the Fund an amount equal to 
the amount transferred under subsection (d) 
for each fiscal year, except that the amount 
transferred under this paragraph shall not be 
less than $5,000,000 or more than $30,000,000 in 
each such fiscal year, and such amounts 
shall remain available until expended. 

‘‘(2) USE OF FUNDS.—The Attorney General, 
in coordination with the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, shall use amounts 
transferred to the Fund under paragraph (1) 
to award grants that may be used for the 
provision of health care or medical items or 
services to victims of trafficking under— 

‘‘(A) sections 202, 203, and 204 of the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Reauthorization 
Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 14044a, 14044b, and 
14044c); 

‘‘(B) subsections (b)(2) and (f) of section 107 
of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 
2000 (22 U.S.C. 7105); and 

‘‘(C) section 214(b) of the Victims of Child 
Abuse Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 13002(b)). 

‘‘(3) GRANTS.—Of the amounts in the Fund 
used under paragraph (1), not less than 
$2,000,000, if such amounts are available in 
the Fund during the relevant fiscal year, 
shall be used for grants to provide services 
for child pornography victims under section 
214(b) of the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 
1990 (42 U.S.C. 13002(b)). 

‘‘(4) APPLICATION OF PROVISION.—The appli-
cation of the provisions of section 221(c) of 
the Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2015 shall continue to apply to 
the amounts transferred pursuant to para-
graph (1).’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 201 
of title 18, United States Code, is amended by 
inserting after the item relating to section 
3013 the following: 

‘‘3014. Additional special assessment.’’. 

SA 1125. Mr. PAUL submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 178, to provide justice 
for the victims of trafficking; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill, add the following: 

TITLE IV—FEDERAL RESERVE 
TRANSPARENCY ACT 

SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Federal Re-
serve Transparency Act of 2015’’ 

SEC. 402. AUDIT REFORM AND TRANSPARENCY 
FOR THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF 
THE FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 
714 of title 31, United States Code, or any 
other provision of law, an audit of the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
and the Federal reserve banks under sub-
section (b) of such section 714 shall be com-
pleted within 12 months of the date of enact-
ment of this title. 

(b) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—A report on the audit re-

quired under subsection (a) shall be sub-
mitted by the Comptroller General to the 
Congress before the end of the 90-day period 
beginning on the date on which such audit is 
completed and made available to the Speak-
er of the House, the majority and minority 
leaders of the House of Representatives, the 
majority and minority leaders of the Senate, 
the Chairman and Ranking Member of the 
committee and each subcommittee of juris-
diction in the House of Representatives and 
the Senate, and any other Member of Con-
gress who requests it. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The report under paragraph 
(1) shall include a detailed description of the 
findings and conclusion of the Comptroller 
General with respect to the audit that is the 
subject of the report, together with such rec-
ommendations for legislative or administra-
tive action as the Comptroller General may 
determine to be appropriate. 

(c) REPEAL OF CERTAIN LIMITATIONS.—Sub-
section (b) of section 714 of title 31, United 
States Code, is amended by striking all after 
‘‘in writing.’’. 

(d) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—Section 714 of title 31, United States 
Code, is amended by striking subsection (f). 
SEC. 403. AUDIT OF LOAN FILE REVIEWS RE-

QUIRED BY ENFORCEMENT AC-
TIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General 
of the United States shall conduct an audit 
of the review of loan files of homeowners in 
foreclosure in 2009 or 2010, required as part of 
the enforcement actions taken by the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
against supervised financial institutions. 

(b) CONTENT OF AUDIT.—The audit carried 
out pursuant to subsection (a) shall consider, 
at a minimum— 

(1) the guidance given by the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System to 
independent consultants retained by the su-
pervised financial institutions regarding the 
procedures to be followed in conducting the 
file reviews; 

(2) the factors considered by independent 
consultants when evaluating loan files; 

(3) the results obtained by the independent 
consultants pursuant to those reviews; 

(4) the determinations made by the inde-
pendent consultants regarding the nature 
and extent of financial injury sustained by 
each homeowner as well as the level and type 
of remediation offered to each homeowner; 
and 

(5) the specific measures taken by the inde-
pendent consultants to verify, confirm, or 
rebut the assertions and representations 
made by supervised financial institutions re-
garding the contents of loan files and the ex-
tent of financial injury to homeowners. 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than the end of the 
6-month period beginning on the date of the 
enactment of this title, the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall issue a report to the Congress con-
taining all findings and determinations made 
in carrying out the audit required under sub-
section (a). 

SA 1126. Mr. WICKER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 178, to provide justice 
for the victims of trafficking; which 
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was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the end of title I, add the following: 
SEC. 118. EDUCATION AND OUTREACH TO TRAF-

FICKING SURVIVORS. 
The Attorney General shall make avail-

able, on the website of the Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention, a data-
base for trafficking victim advocates, crisis 
hotline personnel, foster parents, law en-
forcement personnel, and crime survivors 
that contains information on— 

(1) counseling and hotline resources; 
(2) housing resources; 
(3) legal assistance; and 
(4) other services for trafficking survivors. 

SEC. 119. EXPANDED STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 
FOR CIVIL ACTIONS BY CHILD TRAF-
FICKING SURVIVORS. 

Section 1595(c) of title 18, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘not later than 
10 years after the cause of action arose.’’ and 
inserting ‘‘not later than the later of— 

‘‘(1) 10 years after the cause of action 
arose; or 

‘‘(2) 10 years after the victim reaches 18 
years of age, if the victim was a minor at the 
time of the alleged offense.’’. 

SA 1127. Mr. CORNYN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 178, to provide justice 
for the victims of trafficking; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. RUNAWAY AND HOMELESS YOUTH 

ACT REAUTHORIZATION. 
(a) REAUTHORIZATION.—Section 388(a) of the 

Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (42 U.S.C. 
5751(a)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘for fiscal 
year 2009,’’ and all that follows through the 
period and inserting ‘‘for each of fiscal years 
2016 through 2020.’’; 

(2) in paragraph (3)(B), by striking ‘‘such 
sums as may be necessary for fiscal years 
2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, and 2013.’’ and inserting 
‘‘$2,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2016 
through 2020.’ ’’; and 

(3) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘for fiscal 
year 2009’’ and all that follows through the 
period and inserting ‘‘ ‘for each of fiscal 
years 2016 through 2020.’’. 

(b) OFFSET; REPEALING PREVENTION AND 
PUBLIC HEALTH FUND.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4002 of the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act (42 
U.S.C. 300u–11) is repealed. 

(2) RESCISSION OF UNOBLIGATED FUNDS.—Of 
the funds made available under such section 
4002, the unobligated balances are rescinded. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This subsection takes 
effect on October 1, 2015. 

SA 1128. Mr. PORTMAN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 178, to provide justice 
for the victims of trafficking; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

TITLE IV—BETTER RESPONSE FOR 
VICTIMS OF CHILD SEX TRAFFICKING 

SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Ensuring a 

Better Response for Victims of Child Sex 
Trafficking’’. 
SEC. 402. CAPTA AMENDMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The amendments to the 
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act 
(42 U.S.C. 5101 et seq.) made by this section 

shall take effect 2 years after the date of the 
enactment of this Act. 

(b) STATE PLANS.—Section 106 of the Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (42 
U.S.C. 5106a) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(2)(B)— 
(A) in clause (xxii), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(xxiv) provisions and procedures requiring 

identification and assessment of all reports 
involving children known or suspected to be 
victims of sex trafficking (as defined in sec-
tion 103(10) of the Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102 (10)); and 

‘‘(xxv) provisions and procedures for train-
ing child protective services workers about 
identifying, assessing, and providing com-
prehensive services for children who are sex 
trafficking victims, including efforts to co-
ordinate with State law enforcement, juve-
nile justice, and social service agencies such 
as runaway and homeless youth shelters to 
serve this population;’’; and 

(2) in subsection (d), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(17) The number of children determined to 
be victims described in subsection 
(b)(2)(B)(xxiv).’’. 

(c) SPECIAL RULE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 111 of the Child 

Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (42 
U.S.C. 5106g) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘For purposes’’ and insert-
ing the following: 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) SPECIAL RULE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of section 

3(2) and subsection (a)(4), a child shall be 
considered a victim of ‘child abuse and ne-
glect’ and of ‘sexual abuse’ if the child is 
identified, by a State or local agency em-
ployee of the State or locality involved, as 
being a victim of sex trafficking (as defined 
in paragraph (10) of section 103 of the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 
U.S.C. 7102)) or a victim of severe forms of 
trafficking in persons described in paragraph 
(9)(A) of that section. 

‘‘(2) STATE OPTION.—Notwithstanding the 
definition of ‘child’ in section 3(1), a State 
may elect to define that term for purposes of 
the application of paragraph (1) to section 
3(2) and subsection (a)(4) as a person who has 
not attained the age of 24.’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 3(2) 
of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treat-
ment Act (42 U.S.C. 5101 note) is amended by 
inserting ‘‘(including sexual abuse as deter-
mined under section 111)’’ after ‘‘sexual 
abuse or exploitation’’. 

(3) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Paragraph 
(5)(C) of subsection (a), as so designated, of 
section 111 of the Child Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment Act (42 U.S.C. 5106g) is 
amended by striking ‘‘inhumane;’’ and in-
serting ‘‘inhumane.’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on April 21, 
2015, at 10 a.m., in room 328A of the 
Russell Senate Office Building, to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Opportunities 
and Challenges for Agriculture Trade 
with Cuba.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on April 21, 2015, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
April 21, 2015, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Surface Transpor-
tation Reauthorization: Building on 
the Successes of MAP–21 to Deliver 
Safe, Efficient and Effective Public 
Transportation Services and Projects.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
April 21, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room SR– 
253 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Ad-
vancing Telehealth through 
Connectivity.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
April 21, 2015, at 2:30 p.m., in room SR– 
253 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘FAA 
Reauthorization: Certification and U.S. 
Aviation Manufacturing Competitive-
ness.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on April 21, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room 
SD–215 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Congress and U.S. Tariff Policy.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on April 21, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room 
SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Improving Accountability and Over-
sight of Juvenile Justice Grants.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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